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Hello, Bonjour, Hola, Salaam, Guten tag, Hello, !Its the first word you learn in any new language, the basic sign of welcome that shows your intent to talk to someone. Most likely, you learned the basic English greetings before you even started investing time in your language skills. But if you want to make the most of your first impression, there are a
ton of more colourful ways to say hello.Do you want to know the most professional way to greet colleagues on a video call? Some slang terms to begin a text to your little cousin? Or a specifically British-English hello to amuse the bus driver on your next trip to London? This ultimate list will guide you through the words and phrases to greet anyone in
English with confidence. When it comes to a conversation with a neighbor or a chit-chat with colleagues during a coffee break, you can opt for these informal greetings. Situations where these fit naturally include a casual meeting with colleagues, having a conversation with your team at work, networking events, greeting neighbors or chatting to a
friend. As you almost certainly know already, Hello and Hi are the most popular greetings for informal situations. Generally, they are followed by the persons name:Hello, Michel. How are you?Hi, Monica. Nice to see you!As a rule, use hey with people you know well. It is perfectly okay to start a conversation with a stranger in an informal situation
with hey too, but do not pronounce it too harshly in this case, or it can come across as rude or confrontational. This is a friendly and warm way to greet someone in most informal situations. It sounds particularly natural if you are just walking past someone who you relate to informally but do not have time for a long chat with, such as a postman, or a
neighbor, or a cafe assistant. This said, it works just as well to start a longer conversation. This is a casual way of asking How are you? People prefer to ask one of these questions after the main greeting. Usually, it is followed by a brief, positive answer. For instance:A: Hello, Amanda! How are you doing?B: Fine, thanks. And you? When you have not
seen a person for a while or meet somebody unexpectedly, use one of these friendly greetings. You can use them at the beginning of a conversation, or just after the initial hello.Hello, Veronica. Nice to see you there. These common phrases are used to greet an old friend or begin a conversation with a person you havent seen for a very long time.
These expressions are often followed by questions like How are you? or Whats new? And it is a great way to start small talk about what has happened since your last meeting.A: Hey, John! Long-time no see. How are you?B: Im fine, thanks! Whats new?A: Hi, Taya. Hows it going?B: Good thanksA: I havent seen you for ages.B: Yes, its been a while.Want
these phrases to feel natural? Learn them by speaking with a tutor on Preply Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like In a recent lesson, a Preply student practiced social phrases for compliments and greetings through a matching activity connecting expressions to appropriate occasions. They demonstrated improved confidence in using
these conversational formulas in realistic social contexts. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Slang is fun to learn: its informal and a little bit silly, and using it signifies to someone that youre on friendly terms. Here are some different ways to say hello to your good friends and younger
relatives. This funny greeting came from hip-hop culture in 1990s America. It is still commonly used in the US today. This is a very common slang greeting used a lot both in person and over text message. It is a more relaxed way of greeting a friend by asking how they are doing, and what is new in their life. It is not rude and can be used with
colleagues who you are close with, as well as family members and friends. This is a short version of Whats up?, which was very popular in America in the early 2000s. Now it is mostly only used ironically or in text. If you chat online, review the most used internet abbreviations for texting and tweeting. When texting or sending direct messages, some
people like to add extra ys at the end of hey. For some mysterious reason, this is most often used when flirting in English. The longer the tail of ys, the flirtier the message! More than three or four looks a little bit desperate though Sometimes you need to use more formal or business language to keep a professional tone. Here are the most common
situations when such greetings are necessary:job interviewbusiness meetingcommunicating with top management or CEOchatting with a new colleaguehaving a conversation with clientsshowing respect to an older personspeaking with someone you barely knowUse the following salutations to start a formal conversation in any of these situations. If
you are looking for a VERY formal phrase for someone you meet for the first time, or business English vocabulary for a professional situation, this one will be the most suitable. While this salutation is quite uncommon today, you can still hear it from older people.Hello. How do you do? is perfect for a business dinner or a formal event, such as a
conference. As per professional speech in every language, the most appropriate response is neutral or positive Im doing well thank you / Fine, thank you to keep some distance, even if you are actually having a very bad day! For more nuanced replies, learn how to say thank you in English in various situations.If used as a formal greeting, sometimes
How do you do is, strangely, used as a statement rather than a question. This most often happens when shaking hands with someone for the first time. It is easy to hear if this is the case: there will be no inflection at the end of the sentence. In this instance, the correct response is to repeat the question back to the asker in the same flat tone, How do
you do? This is one of the respectful greeting examples you can use replying to someone you meet for the very first time. For example:A: Good morning. Im Alex White from [Company].B: Nice to meet you, Mr. White.When people meet, it is a common practice to shake hands. A handshake generally lasts for a few seconds, which gives enough time to
say Pleased to meet you. This is a polite way to ask How are you? when you have not seen a person for a long time. Ask this question only if you have met someone before. A: How have you been?B: Ive been busy working a lot. How about you?The best way to ensure that your greetings sound natural and confident is to practice them aloud, preferably
with a fluent speaker to give you pointers. No-one to practice with? Find your perfect tutor. These ways of greeting people are used at different times of the day. Whether you speak with a regular customer, colleagues or new neighbors, these phrases are effective to start the ball rolling.The greetings change depending on the time of the day. For
example, Good morning is generally used from 5:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. whereas Good afternoon time is from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Good evening is often used after 6 p.m. or when the sun goes down.Keep in mind that Goodnight is not a salutation. In formal communication, it is used to say goodbye. For example:It was nice to meet you.
Goodnight!Goodnight! See you tomorrow.To show your respect, you can also add the persons last name to your greeting words. Usually, native English speakers tend to be more informal even in business communication and use the persons first name after the salutation:Good morning, Mr. HoustonGood afternoon, Ms. PartridgeGood morning,
TomGood evening, Kellylt is also common to say Good morning, sir/madam when greeting someone in a formal situation whose name is unknown. This is often heard by staff talking to customers in shops, restaurants and hotels.Want to polish your conversational skills? Check out our article on the five main principles of small talk. In any language,
many of the most formal conversations take place in written form: job applications, legal queries, complaints against a company. Here are the best ways to greet someone in writing when you have something serious to say.You might also want to check out our handy guide to writing emails in English. If you do not know the name of the person you are
sending a professional letter or email to then Dear Sir or Madam is the most common way to start the conversation. It is clear, respectful, and to the point. Some instances when this is useful include:When you are reaching out to a department you would like to work withWhen you are emailing a companyHowever, if you are able to find the person you
want to talk to with some online research, it is much more professional to do so and send a personalized formal greeting. This is another professional way to address an email to a stranger. It is a little old fashioned, but perfect if your formal email is going to be relevant to a group of people, or if you want to sound especially reserved. Suitable
situations include:When you are emailing a whole department that you are unfamiliar withWhen you are sending a complaint to a companyWhen sending a reference letter for someone you used to manage If you are sending a job application or emailing an HR department about a role you would like to apply for, To the Hiring Manager is a very useful
greeting. It is particularly helpful if you are emailing a generic company-wide info@ inbox because it signals that your message will be about a work opportunity, and immediately instructs whoever manages the inbox to forward your message to the HR department. If you know the name and title of someone you are sending a formal email to, it is
better to begin the conversation with Dear Mr [surname] instead of Dear sir or madam.In rare cases, the person you are emailing might use a salutation which signifies their profession. Doctors and academics who have a PhD sometimes use Dr, and college professors sometimes use Prof. Otherwise, you can use Dear Mr [surname] for a man, Dear
Mrs [surname] for a married woman, or Dear Miss [surname] for an unmarried woman. If you do not know the marital status of a woman you are emailing professionally, you should use Ms [surname]. If you do not know the title of the person you want to reach, or cannot guess their gender from their name, try looking them up on Linkedin.Be aware:
even when sending very formal professional messages, most people will switch to Dear [First name] after the first or second email exchange. Usually, the person you have reached out to will reply using Dear [first name], and after this point, it is polite to address them in the same way.Want inspiration for the next line? Check out our guide on how to
start a letter and write a great hook. Knowing a few British English greetings will make you seem especially friendly when traveling to the UK, showing from the very first impression that you want to engage with the local culture. Here are some British hellos, perfect for testing out on the Queen, or on your mates down the pub! When greeting each
other in a formal setting, British people are more likely to describe it as lovely to meet someone than nice. If you travel to the UK, you will notice that many people use the word lovely to mean the same as fine in American English. To British English speakers, it sounds kinder and more sincere. This is a British slang version of Hello. How are you? If
your friend greets you like this, you can respond with yeah, fine or, if you want to sound even more British, not bad which means exactly the same thing. This is a very common slang way to say a chilled-out Hi to a friend. It is a shortened version of Are you alright?. Once again, a suitable and friendly answer is Not bad, mate, you? This is a very
common way of saying hello, especially in the North of England. It is also used a lot in text messaging. This greeting is only used in Ireland, and craic is pronounced to rhyme with the English words crack and back. It is a very warm phrase which means, what is new with you? or have you got any interesting new gossip since we last met?Be careful
though: if you use this phrase to greet someone Irish and are not Irish yourself, it is possible that they might think you are making fun of them!Hungry for some more British slang? Check out our guide to the 40 most memorable British slang words for ESL learners It is very difficult to be funny in a new language (or difficult to be funny on purpose, at
least!). Being able to understand and make jokes is often even seen as a sign of fluency. If you are still in the process of learning, slipping a silly or old-fashioned version of hello into a conversation is a simple way to make someone laugh.If you are learning English to chat with a partner or friends, surprising them with one of these weird conversation
starters can be very funny. Here are some less serious hellos and tips on when to try them for maximum effect. This is a very old greeting that dates all the way back to Old English, and was once used by sailors to call ships. Nowadays, it is only really spoken by Spongebob and other ocean-based cartoon characters. It is just as silly when written in a
text message as in person. This is sometimes used when greeting friends that you havent seen in a little while. It is a jokier version of long time, no see. This is a shortened version of Hello, governor, a greeting used by tradespeople in Victorian London, to show respect when talking to upper class members of society. Dropping the H from the Hello is
intended to make the pronunciation sound similar to the famous cockney accent, associated with the East of London. Today, it is only really used by people teasing their British colleagues! This is a ridiculous way to say Good morning. It is unnecessarily formal and associated with old-fashioned poetry, so using it in real conversation is definitely pretty
silly! This is another way of saying, Whats up? or Whats going on?. This is a very rarely-used greeting, but will definitely make someone laugh. A buttercup is a delicate yellow flower which grows in grass, and also a very common thing to name your pet cow. It is quite funny to address an adult as buttercup. This is an abbreviation of How do you do?
stereotypically used in some regions of Canada and America. Now, it is mostly only used by cartoon cowboys. Cant get enough learning basic vocabulary? Check out these related articles! A well-chosen hello sets the tone for any conversation, whether talking to a close friend or someone you barely know. Dont be afraid to try out these new
expressions in your daily communication. Armed with these words and phrases, you can start almost any conversation off in a more vibrant and fluent way.Want to speak with confidence as quickly as possible? Find a personal English tutor perfectly suited to your budget and schedule. Conditional sentences are one of the trickier parts of learning
English. There are 5 types of conditional sentences, and you need to be able to use and identify all of them.As a rule, conditional sentences in English consist of two parts the main part and the if part (or the conditional part).These types of sentences are used to express possible or imaginary situations.The order of these two parts of the sentence isnt
important.When written, if the if part of the sentence comes first, a comma should be used to separate it from the second part.Keep reading to learn more or discover online English grammar classes on Preply. Conditional sentences are used to express actions or events that are dependent on a specific condition being met, typically using if clauses.
They are categorized into different types, such as zero, first, second, and third conditionals, each serving distinct purposes in indicating real or hypothetical scenarios. Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like In a recent session, a learner practiced using be going to to talk about future plans. With support from their tutor, they built
confidence expressing ideas naturally all while discussing a real-life topic: travel. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Before we get started, heres a brief chart summarizing the 5 types of conditional sentences and how theyre used:Conditional sentence typeWhen to useMain clauself-
clauseType ZeroDescribing known factsSimple presentSimple presentType 1A possible situation and the resultWill + infinitiveSimple presentType 2A hypothetical condition and its possible resultWould + infinitiveSimple pastType 3An impossible past situation and its result in the pastWould + perfect infinitivePast perfectMixed ConditionalsAn
impossible past situation and its result in the presentPast perfectPresent conditional This type of conditional sentence is used to describe scientific facts, generally known truths, events and other things that are always true.I think its the simplest type of conditional sentence in English, especially if youre comfortable using the verb to be in the present
simple. Main part: Present Simple; if part: Present SimpleExamples:Water boils if you heat it to 100 degrees Celsius.A red light comes on if you press the main button.In Type Zero sentences, if can be replaced by when.Examples:When you heat ice, it melts.It gets dark when the sun goes down. This type of sentence expresses real and possible
situations in the future; it is possible for the condition to be met. Main part: will + infinitive; if part: Present SimpleExamples:We will stay at home if it snows.She will get angry if Im late for the party.If we get the money for this job, we will buy a new car.Will you help Amanda if she asks you? This type of conditional sentence describes an unreal
situation with regard to the present or future; a hypothetical condition that can only be fulfilled in theory. Main part: would + infinitive; if part: Past SimpleIn conditional sentences, the past tense form of the verb to be is were for all persons; was is also used, although only in spoken or conversational English.Examples:We would stay at home if it
snowed.I would buy a new board if I had more money.If he were rich, hed buy an island.If you left now, youd catch the last bus.Type two conditional sentences are also used when making polite requests.Examples:I would be grateful if you helped me.He would be so pleased if you came to the birthday party.The phrases If I were you or If I were in your
place are usually used to give advice.Examples:If I were you I would accept the offer.If he were in your place he would do it. Type three conditional sentences are used to express situations that cannot exist, such as actions or events that happened in the past. They are often used to indicate a missed opportunity. Main part: would + perfect infinite; if
part: Past PerfectExamples:If you hadnt been late for work, the boss wouldnt have gotten furious.They would have finished earlier if the meeting hadnt been held so late.If I had won the lottery, I would have bought a house by the sea.Would you have helped me if I had asked you? This type of conditional sentence uses (mixes) different parts of the
above-mentioned conditional sentence types.There are a few combinations: the condition emphasizes the result of the action in the present in the past tense, or the present-day condition emphasizes the result of the action in the past.Examples:If you had taught me how to make waffles (in the past), I wouldnt have to buy them in a shop (now).I would
buy a house by the sea (now or in the future) if I had won the lottery last week.Their team would have scored more in the match yesterday if they were good players. If the modal verbs can/could, may/might or should are used in the main part of the sentence, they take the place of will:We can go to the seaside if you have time tomorrow.If you leave
now, you may catch the last bus.If you want to pass the exam, you should study much harder.The words will and would are not usually used in the if part, except when they express willingness, for example, in requests (that is, when they carry a modal meaning):If you will phone the manager now, he will surely make an appointment with you.
(willingness)I would be very thankful if you would help me with my homework. (very polite request)The word should in the if part can mean if perhaps or by any chance.l would be very happy if he should turn up at the party. (Hes not at all likely to come, but perhaps)In negative sentences, ifnot can be substituted with unless.You wont pass the exam
unless you study very hard. (= if you dont study very hard)If can be omitted from the sentence if the word order is changed. This is sometimes done in Type Three conditional sentences if the, if part is at the beginning of the sentence, or in Type Two sentences if the verb were, is used:Were I rich, I would buy a house by the sea. (= if I were rich)Had
your cousin come earlier, I would have shown her around the house. (= if she had come earlier)I hope that my explanation of conditional sentences in English was clear and understandable.If not, let me know!Related articlesEnglish subjunctiveTransitive and intransitive verbsEnglish imperativeEnglish modal verbsEnglish phrasal verbsEnglish
infinitiveEnglish gerundEnglish verbs Whether you learn English online or offline, understanding which preposition of time and place to use is tricky. The in, on, and at prepositions can be intimidating when you dont fully understand the difference between at and on or when to use at or in.Luckily, there are explicit situations where the in, on, and at
prepositions are specifically used. And we want to let you in on these cases. The following guidelines will help you use the correct preposition of place and time every time . The prepositions in, on, and at are used to indicate time and place: In is for larger areas or periods (e.g., in the garden, in 2020), on is for surfaces or specific days (e.g., on the
table, on Monday), and at is for precise locations or times (e.g., at the door, at 5 PM). Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like In a recent session, a learner practiced using be going to to talk about future plans. With support from their tutor, they built confidence expressing ideas naturally all while discussing a real-life topic: travel. This
insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Two of the most common contexts in which in, at, and on are used involve identifying where someone or something is and when something happened. This means they can be both prepositions of place and prepositions of time. If this isnt confusing enough, the in,
on, and at prepositions are not interchangeable, so you have to remember when to use which. To make puzzling information more digestible, we organized it into neat tables. The first one explains how in, on, and at can be used as prepositions of place. Youll also see some in, on, and at preposition examples you will often hear in everyday
situations.PrepositionSituationsExamplesatAt a very specific point, location, or placeIm working at the bakery.The shop is at 455 Main Street.Someone is at the door.Is she at a concert tonight?Read the title at the top of the page.onOn a surfaceExceptions: general street names and close to a riverThe painting is on the wall.Her ring is on her middle
finger.Do you like anything on the menu?I live on Grove Street.The restaurant is on the river.inIn an enclosed space or a general area that contains borders or boundariesShe has a penny in her pocket.I left my wallet in the car.The children are in the garden.They live in New York City.Im staying in France this summer.Note: When referring to
buildings or other confined areas, both prepositions at and in can be used, depending on the context. If you would like to describe the general location of where someone/something is, you should use at. For example, Mary is at the school. However, if you need to emphasize that someone/something is inside the building or area, you can use in. For
instance, Mary is in the school. The second table shows the same prepositions used to explain specific hours, days, or times of day, illustrated with helpful in, on, and at preposition examples.PrepositionSituationsExamplesatSpecific timesHours/minutes of the dayTimes of day (e.g., dawn, midnight, noon, sunrise, bedtime)Well meet you at 6 oclock.The
show starts at 4:45.1 hate driving at night.onSpecific days and datesDatesDays of the weekWeekends*Holidays* (e.g., New Years Eve, Independence Day, Halloween)BirthdaysThe party is on May 5th.They work out on Mondays.I relax on the weekend.He left on Christmas day.We met on Easter.I cried on my birthday.inMore general
timesMonthsSeasonsYearsCenturiesTime periodsPastFutureException for times of day: morning, afternoon, eveningl saw him in August.We ski a lot in the winter.You graduated in 2005.She grew up in the 90s.It was cold in the Ice Age.He was angrier in the past.Ill meet with you in an hour.It was dark in the morning.I eat dinner in the evening.*Note:
In American English, the preposition on is used with weekends and holidays, as shown above. However, in British English and other varieties, the preposition at can be used with weekends and holidays. Learn more about this below. As mentioned above, one difference between American and British grammar is our use of in, on, and at prepositions.
Below, weve highlighted some examples so you can feel confident using them no matter which type of English you wish to learn. American English: Will you visit on the weekend?British English: Will you visit at the weekend? American English: I havent visited in years!British English: I havent visited for years! For more on using for, since, and during
in English, explore our detailed guide. American English: I study law in schoolBritish English: I study law at schoolThese distinctions will help you sound more like a native speaker in either Britain or the US. That said, as Brits consume a lot of American media, they will know what you mean if you get confused. With so many small rules, its easy to
mix up the in, on, and at prepositions. Weve gathered some common mistakes learners can make when using these propositions to show you the correct way. Incorrect: I will meet you in 5 PM.Correct: I will meet you at 5 PM. Incorrect: Our meeting is in October 5th.Correct: Our meeting is on October 5th. Incorrect: He lives in 123 Main
Street.Correct: He lives at 123 Main Street. Incorrect: Hes on a hurry.Correct: Hes in a hurry. Incorrect: The answer is at page 12.Correct: The answer is on page 12. Incorrect: In the end of the movie, they get married.Correct: At the end of the movie, they get married. Incorrect: At the end, I was just tired of arguing.Correct: In the end, I was just
tired of arguing. Incorrect: She works on every weekend.Correct: She works every weekend. Incorrect: I entered in the room.Correct: I entered the room. Incorrect: We met on last Friday.Correct: We met last Friday. Despite our top tips, you may still be a little unsure. Dont worry! Preply English tutors are also here to help. With personalized learning
plans, flexible schedules, and many more benefits, you can find the perfect tutor with ease. No more guessing or frettingyour English improves now! There are four different types of past tense in English, but the past simple tense is the one most students start with. The past simple tense will allow you to express yourself and hold conversations, so its
essential to understand it.This article will look in detail at how the past simple tense works, when you should use it, and some common past tense verbs that you can use in sentences. Keep reading to learn more or take online English grammar classes on Preply. You can describe the past in English in four different tenses see this overview of the
English past tense. They are:Past simple (also called preterite)Past continuousPast perfectPast perfect continuousThe past simple tense is used to talk about things that both started and ended in the past. It is one of the most commonly used tenses in English as it indicates something that has already happened. To talk about events that happened in
the past I walked to school yesterday. To talk about moods or states of being in the past I was a happy teenager. To talk about repeated actions in the past I visited my grandma every winter for ten years. Pro tip Past simple is only used when the action or event in the past was completed. If an action started in the past but is continuing into the future
that is a different tense (present perfect). Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like a recent lesson, a Preply student focused on mastering the past simple tense, practicing both regular and irregular verbs in meaningful sentence structures. By the end of the session, the student demonstrated improved accuracy and fluency when talking
about completed actions and personal memories. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Regular verbs always follow the same rules and so once you have understood how this rule works, you can apply this to all regular verbs. The rule for simple past tense is very easy to remember. You just need
to add -ed to the base form or infinitive verb, (or -d if the root form already ends in an e). The infinitive or base form of the verb is how the verb appears in the dictionary, for example, walk.[ verb] + [ed] = regular past tense verb For example: To walk walk + ed = walkedI walked into town To paint paint + ed = paintedI painted a pictureTo love love +
d = lovedI loved my ex-wife Additionally, verbs in the simple past do not change depending on the subject, they always stay the same. For example: I smile, she smiled, he smiled, you smiled, we smiled, they smiled. If you want to put this theory into practice, try this free online exercise sheet. Of course, there are some exceptions to the English
grammar rules around simple past. Irregular verbs, like to be for example, dont follow a pattern or rule like regular verbs and so just have to be memorized. That might seem like a big task, but to learn English you only need to focus on the most important ones. Here are fifty of the most common irregular verbs to get you started:Infinitive verbPast
simple verbTo bewas (I/he/she) were (you/we/they)To gowentTo dodidTo havehadTo getgotTo eatateTo fallfellTo feelfeltTo dreamdreamtTo speakspokeTo givegaveTo taketookTo findfoundTo drawdrewCancouldTo drinkdrankTo choosechoseTo buyboughtTo growgrewTo hearheardTo knowknewTo makemadeTo paypaidTo readread (in the past tense,
this word is pronounced red)To letletTo meetmetTo loselostTo saysaidTo sellsoldTo runranTo shutshutTo sleepsleptTo smellsmeltTo singsangTo telltoldTo understandunderstoodTo writewroteTo teachtaughtTo swimswamTo winwonTo thinkthoughtTo sitsatTo sendsentTo seesawTo keepkeptTo leaveleftTo drivedroveTo cutcutTo costcostTo
flyflewIrregular verbs are used in sentences in the same way as regular ones. For example: I flew to Spain in an airplane last weekYou paid for our lunch yesterday He won a prize for his poetry a few years agoWe sold our house recentlyThe doctor sent me home at midday. You can use past simple with time expressions that refer to a point of time in
the past, for example, earlier today, yesterday, last week, last month or last Tuesday.l married Steve last yearYou can also use phrases that refer to an indefinite period of time in the past, often marked by the word ago. For example, a long time ago, a month ago, several years ago.The old lady died fifty years agoOr phrases that suggest frequency, for
things which happened multiple times in the past: often, sometimes, never, every. I often jogged home after work A quick note on pronunciation! Not all regular past tense verbs with ed at the end are pronounced the same way. Most of the time, the ed is pronounced like a soft d. Sometimes, the ending of the word is pronounced like an id to rhyme
with lid. PaintedCorrectedErectedOther times, the ed sounds more like the soft t sound, like at the end of paint. Pronunciation will become easier the more you practice speaking and listening to English. Watching TV in English with subtitles is a great way to practice listening and you can hear how native speakers pronounce words. To make negative
sentences in the past tense, add the auxiliary verb did not (can be shortened to didnt) before the present verb tense. Did not is the past tense of do not.[Subject]+ [did not / didnt] + [present tense verb form]He did not come home for Christmas I did not walk to work yesterdayWe did not play football last Tuesday If you want to practice making
negative simple past tense statements, check out this online exercise. There are only a few exceptions when forming negative statements in the simple past, but they are important. The first is the verb to be. In the past tense, to be becomes was or were depending on the subject. SubjectVerb (To be)IWasYouWereHe/She/ItWasWeWereThey WereThe
negative of was is was not or wasnt for short. The negative of were is were not or werent. For example: He was not too busy to helpl wasnt ready to move on You werent eating healthy food. His parents (they) were not playing games We werent going to schoolThe other exception is modal verbs. Modal verbs describe whether something is certain,
possible, or impossible: they are: could, might, should, and would. To make a modal verb into a negative, you write the verb + not. For example: Here are some examples of negative statements using modal verbs: I could not remember his nameHe should not worry too much You mustnt spend too much time watching TVThey wouldnt eat my spicy
curry This article is a starting point for understanding the past simple tense in English. Dont worry if it doesnt stick straight away. Learning English grammar rules is 5% theory and 95% practice, so the next step is to try and use what youve learned.Book some lessons with a Preply English tutor prices start from just $5 per hour, and you can put the
past simple tense theory into conversations. If you get stuck or have any questions, there is a native-speaking tutor on hand to help you out, so youll soon be a master of the past simple tense.Related articlesForming and using the present perfect tense in EnglishGuidelines for using the present simple tense in EnglishForming and using the present
continuous tensePresent perfect continuousPresent tenseUsing the past continuous tense in EnglishEnglish past tenseForming and using the future simple tenseEnglish future tenses In the world of messengers and chat rooms, the use of Internet abbreviations is as natural as seeing another selfie maker at the street. Somehow these catchy shorthand
words have grown into the whole new language used by millennials and Gen Zers. Some people call it Internet slang since many abbreviations are mostly used in informal conversations of specific groups in social media networks. However, the typical slang of British English, American English, Australian English, and others are typically localized
whereas Internet abbreviations are universal and used by any person who catches the gist of a chat. The likelihood you can come up with ten common texting abbreviations is almost as high as the fact that you text or tweet your friends each day. But, you probably also see internet abbreviations and acronyms all the time that you dont understand.
Thats why we wrote this article with over 100 of the most popular internet abbreviations of 2025: so you can use it as a reference, test yourself, and master the hip lingo of the internet. In 2025, common internet abbreviations include: LOL (Laughing out loud), ASAP (As soon as possible), FYI (For your information), G2G (Got to go), FB (Facebook),
MSG (Message), TTYL (Talk to you later), and IMO (In my opinion). These are widely used for quick and efficient communication. If youre curious about regional differences in slang, explore how British and American English slang compare. Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like a recent lesson, a Preply student explored 2025s most
popular internet abbreviations used in tweeting and texting, such as ICYMI, SMH, and TBF. Through guided discussion activities, they expanded their digital communication vocabulary and confidently applied these abbreviations in structured dialogues about online habits, messaging tone, and social media trends. This insight is based on a real
learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Here is a selection of the most popular and widely used internet abbreviations in 2025:LOL: Laughing out 1oudASAP: As soon as possibleFYI: For your informationG2G: Got to goFB: FacebookMSG: MessageTTYL: Talk to you laterIMO: In my opinion Limits. As simple as it is, people have
started abbreviating words due to the limited number of characters permitted in a single message or tweet. Until 2017, one tweet could include no more than 140 characters and 20 characters for a username. This number doubled to 280 characters, yet the tradition to abbreviate is still a trend these days. People want to save their efforts and time for
typing especially when its made on the go.Besides, one of the reasons to use shorthand in texting is the accelerated life pace which makes us say or do more in less space and time. People stopped using long beautiful transition words or phrases like nevertheless, notwithstanding the fact that because it takes too many taps to write them. Hence, the
second reason is simply humans laziness and impatience to type full words. Still, its not that bad because idleness has been an engine of progress for many centuries. The shorthand communication can be compared to a specific secret language code between users in different online chats, social media, instant messaging services like Skype,
WhatsApp, Telegram, Facebook Messenger, etc. This abbreviation code is also a perfect way to protect one-to-one conversation from someones intrusion. One of the assumptions is that the greater part of abbreviations appeared because teens needed to hide their private chats from parents eyes. And there are specific examples that confirm it:PAW
(Parents are watching)PITR (Parent in the room)PBB (Parent behind back)POMS (Parent over my shoulder)KPC (Keeping parents clueless)PAH (Parent at home).The craziest thing is that today our parents also use IM abbreviations to chat with their friends. However, sometimes their messages make us blush and even fofl (falling on floor laughing).
Basically, millennials were those who created and popularized the use of internet chat abbreviations. Shortened common words, word combinations, and even sentences have become a part of tweeting and instant messaging. Have you wondered what does NTH mean in texting messaging and why cant people simply say Nice to have!Of course, you
can join a chat and write instead of TTYL or OMG their full variants like Talk to you later / Oh my God. Twitter wont crash, and others in a chat wont come with curses. However, eventually, you will write their shorthand variants to keep up with others. To help you learn more abbreviations and acronyms, we grouped them according to a similar
pattern of use. Make sure you practice some daily English exersices to memorize new words and phrases. HIFW How I feel whenHIFW has become one of the most common text abbreviations in funny, sarcastic memes and gifs on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. Another example with the full words is also frequently used in blogs and FB posts. TFW
That feeling when. TFW internet slang often goes in a caption to an image.MFW My face whenMRW My reaction whenIFYP I feel your painLOL Laughing out loudTNTL Trying not to laughJK Just kiddingIDC I dont careILY I love youIMU I miss youADIH Another day in hellIDC I dont care ZZZ Sleeping, bored, tiredWYWH Wish you were hereTIME
Tears in my eyesBAE Before anyone elseYou can use it referring to a person who you care for the most. E.g. Me and my BAE have just watched another episode of Game of Thrones!SSDD Same stuff, different dayQQ CryingFor me, the origin of QQ abbreviation is really surprising. According to Urban Dictionary, at first, QQ meant to quit the game
Warcraft II by pressing the hotkey Alt+QQ. Hence, when a player started whining, others offered him to QQ. Soon, it was associated with crying eyes and used in texting and tweeting as well. FIMH Forever in my heartBSAAW Big smile and a winkBWL Bursting with laughterLMAO Laughing my a** offBFF Best friends foreverCSL Cant stop laughing
IMOIMHO In my opinionln my humble opinionOMDB Over my dead bodyNTH Nice to have. what does nth mean in texting messagingPOV Point of ViewTBH To be honestFTW For the winWTF What the f***This and the following examples belong to internet slang abbreviations describing something of the best or low (FTL) quality. If you say something
is FTW, then it can be splendid, amazing, perfect, etc. FTL For the lossYNK You never knowSMH Shaking my head SRSLY Seriously YGTR You got that rightGMTA Great minds think alikelt is sometimes confused with GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test); however, those who have gone through that painful preparation to exam could always
tell the difference. The abbreviation, which refers to the common way of thinking, has become mainstream and even placed as a print on cups, pillows, shirts, etc. AYMM Are you my mother?CWOT Complete waste of time JANAL I am not a lawyerNext time you share any law-related advice in a public chat, put IANAL or its analogue TINLA (This is not
legal advice) so that you are not accused of unlicensed consultation. In the U.S. and other countries, even a small recommendation on how to deal with your assets or running a divorce case can be regarded as unauthorized law practice. AFAIK As far as I knowAFAIR As far as I rememberAFAIC As far as Im concernedASL Age, sex, locationAAMOF As
a matter of factFWIW For what its worthYMMYV Your mileage may varyIIRC If I remember correctlyDM Direct messageAFAICT As far as I can tellTL;DR Too long; didnt readYou can reply with this abbreviation not only to emphasise how long the post is but also to explain that youve been too lazy to read and just ignored it. Which is why TL;DR also
means Too lazy; didnt read. Later, it gave birth to ToS; DR (Terms of service; didnt read). As you may know, many people skip studying this part of a website because of the complex law terms and long sentences. IRL In real lifeTIL Today I learnedSOML Story of my life. What does SOML mean in texting? Most likely a person compares another persons
story with own situation. EMBM Early morning business meetingJ4F Just for funJSYK Just so you knowFAWC For anyone who caresRLRT Real life retweetOH OverheardWUZUP Whats up?CS Career suicideDWH During work hours OMW On my wayGRATZ CongratulationsGL Good luckIDK I dont knowTTYL Talk to you laterBRB Be right backW8
WaitNFS Not for saleB4N Bye for nowB@U Back at youBBBG Bye bye be goodBBIAS Be back in a secRUOK Are you OK?CYT See you tomorrow DBMIB Dont bother me Im busyDM Direct messageGFN Gone for nowAFK Away from keyboard NSFW Not safe for workIf you see this kind of abbreviation posted near a specific link, then do not click it.
Most likely, NSFW acronym will lead to some sexual, nude, brutal or violent content banned to view at your working place.NSFL Not safe for lifelt refers to even more offensive and shocking content which can possibly cause mental harm.SFW Safe for workGRAS Generally recognised as safeNBD Not big dealOC Original content 4A0 For adults
onlyOP Original posterThis refers to someone who was the first to publish a post.PPL PeopleICYMI In case you missed it]JIC Just in caseNAGI Not a good ideaGOI Get over itRBTL Read between the linesAYOR At your own riskDIY Do it yourselfE123 Easy as one, two, threeGAHOY Get a hold of yourself TMB Tweet me backWTPA Where the party at?
DAE Does anyone else?PRT Please retweetPTB Please text backTIA Thanks in advanceBUMP Bring up my post Cant get enough slang? Check out these related articles! You can always find the larger list of internet abbreviations and other shortened words on the web. However, even with these examples, youll be ready enough to start a conversation
in a public chat. Before you begin using any texting abbreviations from our list look through the chat history. If you find that only reaction acronyms appear in the chat flow (lol, omg, or such graphical symbols as ) and etc.), then its better not to overuse other unknown examples. Most importantly, do not operate with acronyms or abbreviations having
a formal chat with your CEO in a corporate chat room. Our article on English for the office with tips on how to communicate better in the workplace will come in handy in this case. For a quick reference to common workplace short forms, see business abbreviations. Need help improving your English skills?Check out our guide on How to learn
English! Today well look at another verb form in English, the past continuous tense. You already know what the present continuous tense is and how to use it. So past continuous is its older brother. In other words, its the equivalent of the present continuous, except we use it to speak about the past.The past continuous tense is used to speak about an
action that occurred in the past and continued for a certain period of time.Unlike the past simple tense, the time of the action must be clearly stated or understandable from the context; when the action began and ended may be unknown. It is the process itself the act of its duration that is important.First, lets look at how to form the past continuous
tense in English.Check out our ultimate guide to learning English grammar. The past continuous tense describes actions that were ongoing in the past, typically using was/were followed by a verb ending in -ing. It is often used to set the scene in a narrative or to indicate an interrupted action. Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like In a
recent lesson, a Preply student practiced forming past continuous negative and interrogative sentences through structured grammar exercises. They successfully completed targeted drills, demonstrating improved accuracy with this tense structure. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today In order
to form this verb tense, we need to use the verb to be in its past tense form. This is dependent on the person (was for I, he, she, it; were for you, we, they), and then add ing to the action verb. This is the way to form a positive sentence.For example: I was cooking at 5 oclock yesterday. We were watching TV when Ann came. Bob was driving home
when I phoned him.A negative sentence can be formed using the structure you are already familiar with: Put the adverb not after was/were: was + not = wasnt; were + not = werent.For example: She wasnt listening to me when I tried to warn her. My brothers werent playing games. They were doing their homework. I wasnt working last Friday.If you
need to ask a question in the past continuous tense, use the following structure: was/were + subject + action verb + the rest of the sentence. This structure is also used when asking special questions:For example: Were you listening to the radio all the time? Was he carrying your bags all the way home? What were you doing last night? Now lets look
at when to use the past continuous tense.To describe an action that was occurring at a certain time in the past. For example: She was driving to work at 8:00 a.m. The elevator wasnt working after 5:00 p.m.When one action interrupted another (ongoing action). Usually, the interrupting action is expressed by the past simple. We were talking when she
came in. Mark was washing the dishes when Ellen called.When two actions in the past occurred at the same time. Often the word while is used to connect the actions. He was watching TV while his wife was cooking dinner. Mary was standing still while Jim was jumping on one leg.In informal speech, the word when is often used instead of while. Chris
was reading the magazine when I was watching TV.Finally, notice marking words that identify the verb tense as past continuous: at that moment, all day long, during summer, while, when, all the time, the whole morning, at 6:00 oclock yesterday and others.Also, remember that there are verbs that are not used in the continuous form. You can see
such verbs here.Thats all for today.In order to practice the past continuous verb form, write 15 sentences about what you did, for example, all day (yesterday), all last summer, or all last Saturday.Until we meet again!Related articlesForming and using the present perfect tense in EnglishGuidelines for using the present simple tense in EnglishForming
and using the present continuous tensePresent perfect continuousPresent tenseThe past simple tense how to form it and when to use itEnglish past tenseForming and using the future simple tenseEnglish future tenses Learning English involves mastering those small but mighty words like still, already, and yet. These three adverbs might look simple,
but they can completely change what your sentences mean! Getting comfortable with them will help you sound more natural and express time relationships clearly when you speak. Still shows that something continues often longer than expected. Already tells us something happened sooner than anticipated or before a certain time. Yet mostly appears
in questions and negative statements when asking about or saying something hasnt happened but probably will.The rest of this guide will walk you through each of these adverbs of time with lots of examples to help you use them correctly and confidently in your everyday English conversations! Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like In a
recent session, a learner practiced using be going to to talk about future plans. With support from their tutor, they built confidence expressing ideas naturally all while discussing a real-life topic: travel. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today Still shows that something is continuing often longer
than expected. Think of it as a way to say, This is happening now, just as it was before. When using still in your sentences, place it before the main verb or after helping verbs like am, is, are, or have thats a matter of proper word order with adverbs and verbs.In positive sentences, still keeps things going: I still remember my first English lesson or
Shes still studying at university. For negatives, it works similarly: They still havent arrived or He still doesnt understand the concept. When asking questions, still checks if things remain unchanged: Are you still waiting for the bus?Youll typically find still in these positions:Before main verbs: She still works at that companyAfter helping verbs: I have
still not finished my homeworkAfter forms of be: We are still at the restaurantAt sentence beginnings for contrast: Still, we decided to go aheadStill can also express feelings like surprise or impatience. When someone asks, Are you still getting dressed? there might be a hint of Wow, thats taking longer than I expected! This makes still not just about
timing, but also about showing your reaction to something that continues. Already tells us something happened sooner than expected! This handy adverb helps you express surprise when things happen earlier than planned. When you use already, youre signaling to your listener that timing expectations have been exceeded.In everyday conversation,
youll hear already in statements like: Ive already finished my homework or She has already left for the airport. In questions, it checks if something unexpected has occurred: Have you already eaten dinner? or Has the package already arrived? Notice how these questions suggest mild surprise at the possibility.Where you place already in your sentence
adds different flavors:Mid-sentence (most common): I have already seen that movie twiceEnd of sentence (sounds more casual): Weve done that exercise alreadyBeginning for emphasis: Already she speaks three languages fluentlyBefore main verbs: They already know about the surprise partyThe position matters! Putting already at the end makes
your English sound more conversational, while placing it at the beginning creates emphasis on how surprisingly early something happened. Yet tells us something hasnt happened but we expect it will! This handy adverb works perfectly when talking about pending actions. While still and already appear everywhere, yet loves to hang out in negative
statements and questions.In negative sentences, yet typically sits at the end: I havent finished my homework yet or She hasnt arrived yet. When asking questions, yet helps check if an anticipated event has occurred: Have you eaten lunch yet? or Has the mail arrived yet?Though less common, yet sometimes appears in positive statements too! It can
signal possibility despite challenges: Theres hope yet or He may win the championship yet. These uses add a touch of optimism to your English conversations.The position of yet makes all the difference:End position (most common): They havent called yetAfter helping verbs (formal): I have yet to meet her parentsWith not yet combinations: Not yet
finished, the painting sits on her easelln questions: Has the movie started yet?Yet creates that feeling of its coming soon that other time adverbs just dont capture. Once you get comfortable using it, your English will sound much more natural and expressive! Lets put these three adverbs side by side to see exactly how they differ! This quick
comparison will help you choose the right word every time in your conversations. Time focus: Still looks at what continues from before, yet looks ahead to whats expectedTypical position: Still goes before verbs or after be,yet usually sits at sentence endIn questions: Are you still waiting? (continuing longer than expected) vs. Have you eaten yet?
(checking if expected action happened)Negative meaning: I still cant swim (continuing inability) vs. I havent learned to swim yet (expecting to learn)Main purpose: Still shows continuation, already shows early completionTime expectation: Still = this continues longer than expected, already = this finished sooner than expectedQuestion feeling: Are
you still studying? (surprise it continues) vs. Have you already finished? (surprise its complete)With the present perfect tense: Ive still got homework (continuing situation) vs. Ive already done my homework (completed earlier)Where they appear: Already loves positive statements, yet prefers negatives and questionsWhat they signal: Already = wow,
that was quick!, yet = its expected but hasnt happenedConversation use: Ive already seen that movie vs. I havent seen that movie yetResponse patterns: Yes, Ive already called them vs. No, not yetPick still when something continues, already when something happened surprisingly early, and yet when something is expected but hasnt happened. These
little words make a big difference in how natural your English sounds! Lets put your knowledge to the test with some fun exercises! These quick practice activities will help you get comfortable using these tricky adverbs in everyday conversations. Fill in each blank with still, already, or yet to complete these sentences:Have you finished your

homework ?Ive told you three times not to leave your shoes in the hallway.She hasnt received her package .Were waiting for the bus that was supposed to arrive 30 minutes ago.Theyve eaten dinner, so they wont join us at the restaurant.Has the movie started ?Im learning how to use these adverbs
correctly. The children havent gone to bed .Hes completed the assignment thats due next week.Are you working on that project? Pick the best adverb (still, already, or yet) for each sentence:I havent decided what to wear to the party . a) still b) already c) yetShes living with her parents while looking for an apartment. a)
still b) already c) yetHave you met the new teacher? a) still b) already c) yetWeve seen that movie twice this month. a) still b) already c) yetls it raining ? a) still b) already c) yetThey havent responded to my email . a) still b) already c) yetIm thinking about your question. a) still b) already c) yetHas the package arrived

? a) still b) already c) yetDont peek at the answers just yet! Try these exercises first, then check your answers at the end of the article to see how you did! These three little adverbs still, already, and yet pack a powerful punch in everyday English conversations! While theyre small words, using them correctly instantly makes your English sound
more natural and fluid. When you master the timing of still (continuing actions), already (completed sooner than expected), and yet (anticipated but not happened), youll communicate with greater precision.Have you noticed how much clearer your meaning becomes when you place these adverbs in just the right spot? An online English tutor can help
you perfect this placement through real-time feedback during conversations. Theyll catch those tricky moments when you might mix them up and guide you toward more natural usage patterns.Imagine chatting confidently about what youve already accomplished, what youre still working on, and what you havent tried yet! With a Preply tutor, youll
practice these expressions in meaningful contexts that match your interests and goals. Your tutor will create personalized examples that relate to your life, making these concepts stick.Want to sound more like a native speaker when using these time expressions? Find a tutor and start learning today. A few focused sessions can transform those
hesitant pauses into smooth, confident English! Lets check your answers! How did you do with these tricky adverbs? Heres what you should have for each exercise. Have you finished your homework yet? Yet asks about expected actions that havent happened.Ive already told you three times not to leave your shoes in the hallway. Already shows
repetition beyond whats expected.She hasnt received her package yet. Yet works perfectly in negative statements about pending deliveries.Were still waiting for the bus that was supposed to arrive 30 minutes ago. Still highlights that waiting continues longer than it should.Theyve already eaten dinner, so they wont join us at the restaurant. Already
indicates they ate sooner than you might have thought.Has the movie started yet? Yet asks if an expected event has occurred.Im still learning how to use these adverbs correctly. Still shows an ongoing learning process.The children havent gone to bed yet. Yet works with negatives for expected but pending actions.Hes already completed the
assignment thats due next week. Already expresses surprise at early completion.Are you still working on that project? : Still in questions often carries a hint of surprise at continuation.I havent decided what to wear to the party . Correct answer: c) yet Perfect for negative statements about pending decisions.Shes living with her parents
while looking for an apartment. Correct answer: a) still Shows a living situation that continues.Have you met the new teacher? Correct answer: b) already Suggests surprise that the meeting might have happened early.Weve seen that movie twice this month. Correct answer: b) already Indicates more viewings than expected.Is it raining
? Correct answer: a) still Checks if weather conditions continue.They havent responded to my email . Correct answer: c) yet Perfect for expected but missing responses.Im thinking about your question. Correct answer: a) still Shows ongoing thought process.Has the package arrived ? Correct answer: c) yet Asks about an
expected delivery.Got some wrong? No worries! These little words trip up even advanced learners. Keep practicing, and youll get the hang of it! It seems that it wouldnt be that difficult to use two small words when and how youd like. But thats not necessarily true, especially when it comes to English grammar, which is notoriously complex. Even
native speakers of the English language can struggle with grammar, and one reason is because English has a huge vocabulary with ever-shifting rules.Its no wonder that ESL students cant just pick it up in one English lesson: it takes a while to learn all the intricacies of the language, and one example is with the English words just and only. These are
two common and important words you should know regardless of why youre studying English: for school, travel, business English, or otherwise. In this article well go over just and only, explain the differences between the two, and provide some examples of how to use each. The words just and only are often used interchangeably, but they have
distinct uses: just can indicate a recent action or emphasize a minimal amount, while only restricts or limits the scope of a statement. For example, just can mean very recently as in I just finished, whereas only limits, as in I only have one. This is similar to other commonly confused pairs like to vs too. Preply Insight What learning with Preply looks like
In a recent lesson, a Preply student focused on distinguishing between "good" and "well" through controlled practice exercises. They successfully completed targeted sentences demonstrating proper usage of these adjectives and adverbs in context. This insight is based on a real learning experience at Preply. Start speaking confidently today While
these two words are very similar and often used interchangeably, there are subtle differences: just is often used to discuss something that happened a short time ago (it just happened a moment ago) but only cannot be used in this way. In most other use cases you can replace just and only without changing the meaning. This word has a few different
meanings, and in conversation, just sometimes acts as a filler word in English. 1. Very recently; in the immediate pastExamples:Be careful Ive just washed the floor, and its still wet.We just finished a big project.2. OnlyExamples:I have just one brother. = I have only one brother. I thought you were hungry, but you ate just half of your lunch. In most
cases, the word only can be replaced by the word just.Examples:Only/Just two students came to class on Monday.My kids only/just use the internet for schoolwork, not for playing games.When using the phrase if only, the word just can be used if the sentence structure is changed slightly.Examples:If only he had studied harder, he would have passed
the test.If he had just studied harder, he would have passed the test.The words only and just are interchangeable if the meaning is only, but not if the meaning is very recently; in the immediate past. Examples:We have just one son.We have only one son.The meaning very recently; in the immediate past cannot be applied to both words:Ive just washed
the floor (a few minutes ago).I only washed the floor (and I didnt wash the table).Nevertheless, it all depends on the context.Did you eat all the cakes? No, I just/only ate one.In the following sentence, we cannot use only instead of just:Why is the floor wet? Because Ive just washed it. When we use just and only, word order is very important:Ive just
had two pieces of pizza. (= I have recently eaten two pieces of pizza)lve had just two pieces of pizza. (= Ive eaten only two pieces of pizza, not 3 or 4 or 5)Watch this video and explanation about the difference between just and only in English. You can also explore common adverb + adjective collocations.I hope that you now understand when to use
each word.If there is something you still dont understand, please ask. Loved this article? Explore more fascinating advanced English vocabulary here! Its only English! Have fun!Feeling inspired? Check out our guide on how to learn English. Find an online tutor for 1-on-1 lessons and master the knowledge you need! Prices from just $5 per
hour.Explore tutorsDiscover what to do if your student doesn't show up for a lessonMy tutor is absent: What to do next?Weekly lessons: Scheduling, Rescheduling & CancellationGuidelines for first lessons
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